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BOLETIN DEL PUNTO FOCAL DE EFSA

Curso de verano de EFSA

La Autoridad Europea de Seguridad Alimentaria (EFSA), junto con la
Universidad de Parma, la Universidad “Sacro Cuore” y la Universidad de
Wageningen, ha organizado el curso de verano “Emerging Risks for Food
Safety and Public Perception”. El curso tendra lugar en Parma (Italia), del 15 al
17 de mayo de 2018. La fecha limite para registrarse es el 4 de mayo de 2018.
M3s informacidn.

Consultas publicas de EFSA

La Autoridad Europea de Seguridad Alimentaria (EFSA) ha abierto las siguientes
consultas publicas sobre:

e “Public consultation on the draft scientific opinion on the update of
the tolerable upper intake level for vitamin D for infants”. El plazo de
envio de comentarios finaliza el 23 de mayo de 2018. Mas informacion.

e “Public consultation on the active substance captan”. El| plazo de
envio de comentarios finaliza el 17 de junio de 2018. M4s informacién.

e "Public consultation on the active substance folpet”. E| plazo de envio
de comentarios finaliza el 17 de junio de 2018. M4s informacidn.

Convocatoria de contratos EFSA

La Autoridad Europea de Seguridad Alimentaria (EFSA) ha abierto la siguiente
convocatoria de contrato:
e Literature review and data collection to support pest categorisation
of non-EU Scolytinae spp. of coniferous trees. El plazo de envio de
solicitudes finaliza el 11 de mayo de 2018. M3s informacidn.

Publicaciones de EFSA para difusion

La Autoridad Europea de Seguridad Alimentaria (EFSA) ha publicado los
siguientes documentos:
e E-book “How pesticides are regulated in the EU - EFSA and the
assessment of active substances”. Mas informacidn.
e “Proposal for a data model for probabilistic cumulative dietary
exposure assessments of pesticides in line with the MCRA software”.
Mds informacion.
e “Environmental risk: urgent need for harmonisation”. WMas
informacidn.
o  “Emerging food safety issues: what do consumers want to know?”.
M3ds informacion.
e “Major step forward on food consumption data”. Mas informacion.
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http://www.aecosan.msssi.gob.es/
http://www.efsa-educational.unipr.it/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/180418
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/180417
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/180417-0
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/180419
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/Pesticides-ebook-180424.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180419
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180420
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180420
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180418-0
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180426

Eventos internacionales

e La Agencia Austriaca para la Salud y la Seguridad Alimentaria (AGES) ha
organizado el seminario internacional “Interactive Data Visualization
on the Web using R”, que tendra lugar el 24 y 25 de septiembre de
2018, en Viena (Austria). El plazo de envio de solicitudes finaliza el 30
de mayo de 2018. Mas informacion: efsafocalpoint@ages.at (*Ver
archivo adjunto)

e ElInstituto Nacional de Saude Dr. Ricardo Jorge (INSA) ha organizado el
seminario “Workshop on risk-benefit assessment of foods”, que se
celebrard en Lisboa (Portugal), del 21 al 23 de mayo de 2018. El
registro para atender al evento esta abierto hasta completar aforo.
M3s informacidn.

e la organizacion safefood y la Universidad de la Reina de Belfast
(Queens University Belfast) han organizado la cumbre “Belfast Summit
on Global Food Integrity”. El evento tendra lugar en Belfast (Irlanda),
del 28 al 31 de mayo de 2018. Mas informacién.
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European Food Safety Authority

OBJECTIVES

Within the scope of risk communication, agencies and government bodies need to convey scientific
results to different target groups such as stakeholders, the scientific community, interested consumers or
the public in general. Efficient, easily comprehensible and unambiguous communication is crucial to avoid
misinterpretation. The use of interactive web-based visualizations can help engage the reader and
condense information in an aesthetically appealing way while offering sufficient structure to guide the
reader through the data.

Interactive reporting on the web ranges from simple reports with clickable internal links to vastly dynamic
and complex visualizations that allow a high level of user interaction such as the selection of sub-groups,
the animation of spatial-temporal data, or the changing of the thematic focus or graphic mode. These
visualizations often require in-depth knowledge of specialized web scripting languages and are typically
associated with high programming efforts. In recent years, however, convenient interfaces have been
developed that facilitate the generation of interactive visualizations directly from within R.

The open source software R enjoys increasing popularity in the scientific and statistical community and is
often used for data management, statistical analyses, and reporting. R packages such as htmlwidgets
and shiny allow for seamless integration of interactive reporting into the established workflow while
avoiding the need to learn an additional programming language.

In the workshop, different tools and workflows for producing interactive reports on the web will be
presented and discussed. The event will allow researchers/programmers from European Risk Assessment
Agencies to discuss technological and communicational aspects of interactive web visualization with like-
minded colleagues. Participants will have the opportunity to share their experiences with web
visualisation in the form of short presentations or receive feedback on implemented applications.

WHO SHOULD APPLY

The workshop mainly focuses on the technical implementation using R and is intended for experts from
European Risk Assessment Agencies who

= are familiar with R programming

= have experience in interactive visualisation with R and/or

= have experience in interactive web visualisation using other tools (e.g. JavaScript, Python) and/or

= have expertise in presenting scientific results on the web, i.e., in how to efficiently visualise and
communicate results.
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HOW TO APPLY

If you want to participate in the workshop, an expression of interest should be sent to

efsafocalpoint@ages.at

by the 30" of May 2018. Please include a brief description of

= your professional focus,
= your experience with interactive visualization on the web and
= your proficiency in the usage of R and other relevant programming languages.

Please further state whether you would be willing to give a short presentation (approx. 10 minutes) on a
relevant topic of your choosing, and if so send us a working title and a brief description of your talk.
Relevant presentation topics could be previous experiences with R or other tools for web reporting, a
comparison of R with other programming languages for web reporting or the discussion of already
implemented web-applications.

The number of participants of the workshop will be limited to 17 external experts. Applicants will be
notified of their acceptance by the end of June 2018. Costs for travel expenses and accommodation will
be reimbursed by EFSA.

Please do not make any travel arrangements before your acceptance
is confirmed by AGES!

WORKSHOP VENUE

The workshop will be held at the premises of the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety in Vienna:

AGES - Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety
SpargelfeldstraBe 191

1220 Vienna, AUSTRIA

www.ages.at

Further information on available accommodations will be sent out with the confirmation of acceptance.
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DRAFT AGENDA

AGES

Day 1 24.9.2018, 9:00-17:30

Day 2 25.9.2018, 9:00-14:00

Introduction round

R package bookdown and ioslides presentations

Overview of web reporting using R

Comparison of R based tools with other web-
technologies

Coffee break

Coffee break

Presentation of demonstration example: TRACES-Report
Practical trials
Feedback & discussion

Summary of discussion points that were raised during
the workshop and general discussion of:
=  Workflow aspects
» building a network: R community across agencies
» Qutlook — further activities

Lunch break

Lunch break

Experts’ presentations (10 minutes each) + discussion

Coffee break

R packages shiny and htmlwidgets:
usage, possibilities, implementation
Practical trials

Feedback & discussion

Dinner

The agenda is not finalised at this point and is likely to change.
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