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George Santayana, The Life of Reason, Volume 1, 1905



The Federal Agency for the Safety of the 
Food Chain (AFSCA-FAVV-FASFC) as 

Food safety authority in Belgium
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From risk perception to risk management, via risk 
assessment (including risk communication!)



The Scientific Committee established at 
the FASFC
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND 
WORKING DOCUMENTS
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✓ Consultative body established at the FASFC

✓ Legal framework :
❖- Law for the establishment of the FASFC
❖- Royal decree on the composition and 
❖ operation of the SciCom
❖- Royal decree for nomination of the members

❖- Minister decree for fees

✓ ROI + Deontological code
✓ Documented procedures for opinion request
✓ 22 members, 4-years mandates, regulated and

documented selection procedure (peer assessment)
✓ Strict and documented management of declaration 
of interest (independence & impartiality of RA’s)
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P. Depoorter & V. Van Leeuw
➢ Animal health and animal 

products, feed

K. Feys & E. Macdougald
> Microbiological risks , 
GMO’s

✓ To provide independent scientific 
opinions on risk assessment and options for 
risk management in the matters related to 
the FASFC competencies :
❖- (emerging) Risks (food, feed, animal and plant health)
❖ all draft laws and royal decrees in relation to risk   
❖ assessment and risk management in the food chain, 
❖ animal health and plant protection
❖- Control program of the FASFC
❖- Self-checking guides
❖+ Self tasking opinions

✓ Both administratively, technically and   
scientifically supported by the staff Direction 
for risk assessment at the FASFC (DirRisk)

K. Houben & O. Rojo Poveda

> Chemical & physical risks, 
allergens, novels foods

O. Wilmart
> Plant health and products, bees, 
water

A. Mauroy
> Animal health and animal products, 
feed, Director DirRisk (S5)

& L. Bouhyaoui & W. Verschueren
➢ Administrative staff

TASKS & SUPPORT



✓ Opinions on risks in the food chain and on the control program of the FASFC, 
on royal decrees concerning the food chain, animal & plant health, in 
collaboration with the Superior Health Council (Human health)
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OPINIONS: ANY EXAMPLES TO GUIDE RISKS MANAGERS AND DECISION-MAKERS



✓ Urgent opinions during crisis or incidents:

✓Self-tasking mandates
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OPINIONS: ANY EXAMPLES TO GUIDE RISKS MANAGERS AND DECISION-MAKERS



A closer look at how scientific outputs can 
support to prepare, manage, preserve and 

anticipate 

10

3



11

COLLABORATING TO RESOLVE OR ANTICIPATE ANIMAL HEALTH CRISES

• Rapid opinion 08-2014 – Anticipating on the risk of introduction of ASF from 
Eastern Europe

▼

• 14/09/2018 :  official notification to WOAH of a first case in the BE wildlife 
(wildboar)

▼

• 2 formal opinions, 5 rapid opinions and 3 urgent opinions: on introduction 
pathways in swine operations, biosecurity, vigilance, access to forests, animal 
by-products, forest work, wild boar depopulation, feed

▼

• 12/2020 : Belgium officially free of ASF (WOAH)

African Swine Fever introduction in Belgian wildlife (2018)

Risk of EHD introduction in Belgium (2024)
• Opinion 07-2024 – Risk of EHD serotype 8 introduction in Belgium

• Rapid opinion 10-2024 – Royal decree and conditions for urgency 
vaccination in Belgium  against EHD serotype 8

https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
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GUIDING IN THE MANAGEMENT OF FOOD SAFETY RISKS FOLLOWING 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION AND EXTREME EVENTS

Cattle potentially contaminated with PFAS and meat seizure risks

Risks for the food chain after floodings
• Opinion 25-2013 – Self-tasking mandate on the assessment 

of food safety risks related to flooding effects → list of 
potential hazards to consider, influencing factors, scenario’s 
depending on the season and the circumstances (‘case-by-
case’ management)

• Urgent opinion 10-2021 – perfluroalkyl substances (PFAS) in food 
of animal and vegetable origin

• Opinion 01-2025 – Correlation between the PFAS levels in bovine 
blood and the levels in the meat and offal of these animals → 
indicative value for PFAS compounds in bovine blood to estimate 
whether PFAS levels in meat, liver and kidney comply with the 
European maximum levels of Regulation (EU) 2023/915

https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
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GUIDING IN THE MANAGEMENT OF FOOD SAFETY RISKS FOLLOWING THE USE OF 
PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS

Pesticide residues in food

• Opinions 31-2007, 02-2010, 18-2015, 09-2022 – Regular re-
assessment of the exposure of Belgian consumers to pesticide 
residues via food (vegetables & fruits)

mean exposure

Children
   Adolescents
Adults

https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
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SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT TO PRESERVE PLANT HEALTH

Quarantine organisms

• Opinion 10-2018 – Assessment of the control 
program of the FASFC for plant protection against 
quarantine organisms

• Rapid opinion 03-2019 – Risk assessment relating to 
the presence of Xylella fastidiosa in Belgium on 
olive trees imported from Spain

• Opinion 12-2020 – Royal decree on protection 
measures against quarantine organisms 

• Opinion 04-2025 – Multi-annual approach for 
programming analyses on plant health

https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf


Barometers

Autocontrole ↑
Salmonellose ↓



Publications

Brochures Scientific papers                               Posters



Symposiums/Workshops (21 sinds 2005)

→ exchanges and structuring activities implying actors 
(scientists, authorities and stakeholders) for a collaborative food 

chain based on vision & ANTICIPATION

04/12/2026 : Hybrid 
threats on the food chain



A DATA-, EVIDENCE-, SCIENCE-, & RISK-BASED FOOD CHAIN 
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