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From risk perception to risk management, via risk
assessment (including risk communication!)

M . .
Our mission is to ensure that all actors in the food chain can provide the
consumers and each other with the greatest possible assurance that the

food, animals, plants and products they consume, keep or use are reliable,
Risk perception Risk assessment Risk management safe and protected, now and in the future.




2 The Scientific Committee established at
the FASFC
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND
WORKING DOCUMENTS - A et ity
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CI Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain Communication service
Call center for consumers
and Information service

v Consultative body established at the FASFC || compmtonsr sueagumeion

v Legal framework :

- Law for the establi;hment of the FASFC -

- Royal decree on the composition and T— pantprotection sty

operation of the SciCom T
- Royal decree for nomination of the members processing Animal Healthand Safty of |5 Easec_taboratories Fnanca Dapacmans
- MiniSter decree fOr fees Distribution e e Dbt *ehr;:lxlr:n e

Certifications foodstuffs

v ROl + Deontological code

Management Control

v Documented procedures for opinion request S 5
v' 22 members, 4-years mandates, regulated and ity R ”

documented selection procedure (peer assessment) ...

v Strict and documented management of declaration g
of interest (independence & impartiality of RA’s)
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TASKS & SUPPORT

v To provide independent scientific
opinions on risk assessment and options for
risk management in the matters related to

the FASFC competencies :

- (emerging) Risks (food, feed, animal and plant health)
all draft laws and royal decrees in relation to risk
assessment and risk management in the food chain,
animal health and plant protection

- Control program of the FASFC

- Self-checking guides

+ Self tasking opinions

v Both administratively, technically and sy s, Lty
scientifically supported by the staff Direction |
for risk assessment at the FASFC (DirRisk)

: ' O. Wilmart
K. Feys & E. Macdougald > " > Plant health and products, bee
> Microbiological risks , water
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OPINIONS: ANY EXAMPLES TO GUIDE RISKS MANAGERS AND DECISION-MAKERS

v Opinions on risks in the food chain and on the control program of the FASFC,
on royal decrees concerning the food chain, animal & plant health, in
collaboration with the Superior Health Council (Human health)

Opinion 01-2022 (PDF) The evaluation of the FASFC analysis programme: Mycotoxins in Various
food and feed (dossier SciCom 2016/13 A)
Opinion 09-2022 (PDF) The chronic exposure of the Belgian population to residues of Food

plant protection products through fruit and vegetable consumption
(period 2014-2020) (dossier SciCom 2019/05)

Opinion 02-2023 (PDF) The impact of Private Assurance Schemes (PAS) on inspection | Various
results in the transformation sector and in slaughterhouses
(dossier SciCom 2022/11)

Opinion 07-2023 (PDF) Roval decree establishing the conditions related to the quarantine | Animal

and isolation of terrestrial animals - Part 2: amendment to add
several diseases to Annex 1 (dossier SciCom 2022/01)

Opinion 17-2022 (PDF) Advantages and disadvantages of eating fish and seafood Food

Part 1 : Mercury and methylmercury in fish (dossier SciCom

/. 2019/26; dossier SHC 9343) o
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OPINIONS: ANY EXAMPLES TO GUIDE RISKS MANAGERS AND DECISION-MAKERS

v Urgent opinions during crisis or incidents:

Rapid opinion 02-2020 The sampling and analysis plans of food and feed around a site of | Food
(PDF) a scrap processing plant located in Courcelles (dossier SciCom
2020/02)
Rapid opinion 03-2021 A renewed risk assessment of SARS-CoV-2 infection associated to | Animal
(PDF) mink holdings (dossier SciCom 2020/20)
Rapid opinion 10-2021 Perfluroalkyl substances (PFAS) in food of animal and vegetable Food
(PDF) origin (dossier SciCom 2021/13)

v Self-tasking mandates

Advice 18-2021 (PoF) Whole genome seguencing for the detection of foodbome | Food
- Appendix 1: Detailed outbreaks and bacterizl risk assessment (dossier SciCom 2020/08
batkgruund (POF - 5E:|1:-1:E|5|-’.il'lg mandatE}

- Appendix 2: Glossary (PDF)
- Appendix 3: Response public
” consultation (POF)

o

. o O@OW
afsca SC|Com



. oy OO

A closer look at how scientific outputs.can
3 support to prepare, manage, preserve and

anticipate
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COLLABORATING TO RESOLVE OR ANTICIPATE ANIMAL HEALTH CRISES

African Swine Fever introduction in Belgian wildlife (2018)

'/ * Rapid opinion 08-2014 - Anticipating on the risk of introduction of ASF from
- Eastern Europe

14/09/2018 : official notification to WOAH of a first case in the BE wildlife
(wildboar)

B S © 2 formal opinions, 5 rapid opinions and 3 urgent opinions: on introduction
ot N T . pathways in swine operations, biosecurity, vigilance, access to forests, animal
by-products, forest work, wild boar depopulation, feed

= ©  12/2020 : Belgium officially free of ASF (WOAH)

Risk of EHD introduction in Belgium (2024)

* Opinion 07-2024 - Risk of EHD serotype 8 introduction in Belgium

 Rapid opinion 10-2024 — Royal decree and conditions for urgency
vaccination in Belgium against EHD serotype 8

A | OD®
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https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2014/_documents/AVISRAPIDE08-2014_FR_DOSSIER2014-14.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/SciCom2024-12_ARvaccinationEHDV.pdf

GUIDING IN THE MANAGEMENT OF FOOD SAFETY RISKS FOLLOWING
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION AND EXTREME EVENTS

Cattle potentially contaminated with PFAS and meat seizure risks

* Urgent opinion 10-2021 - perfluroalkyl substances (PFAS) in food

of animal and vegetable origin

* Opinion 01-2025 - Correlation between the PFAS levels in bovine
blood and the levels in the meat and offal of these animals -
indicative value for PFAS compounds in bovine blood to estimate
whether PFAS levels in meat, liver and kidney comply with the
European maximum levels of Regulation (EU) 2023/915

Risks for the food chain after floodings

 Opinion 25-2013 — Self-tasking mandate on the assessment
of food safety risks related to flooding effects - list of
potential hazards to consider, influencing factors, scenario’s
depending on the season and the circumstances (‘case-by-
case’ management) Do
2
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https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf

GUIDING IN THE MANAGEMENT OF FOOD SAFETY RISKS FOLLOWING THE USE OF
PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS

Pesticide residues in food

* Opinions 31-2007, 02-2010, 18-2015, 09-2022 — Regular re-
assessment of the exposure of Belgian consumers to pesticide

residues via food (vegetables & fruits)
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https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2024/_documents/Avis07-2024_SciCom2024-04_EHDV_000.pdf

SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT TO PRESERVE PLANT HEALTH

Quarantine organisms

* Opinion 10-2018 — Assessment of the control
program of the FASFC for plant protection against
guarantine organisms

 Rapid opinion 03-2019 — Risk assessment relating to
the presence of Xylella fastidiosa in Belgium on
olive trees imported from Spain

* Opinion 12-2020 - Royal decree on protection
measures against quarantine organisms

3 oA el e = « Opinion 04-2025 — Multi-annual approach for
Xylella fastidiosa (XYLEFA) - https:/gd.eppo:int programming analyses On plant health

2
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https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2018/_documents/Avis10-2018_SciCom2017-03_analyesphytosanitaires.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2019/_documents/Avisrapide03-2019_SciCom2019-04_Xylellafastidiosa.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
https://scicom.favv-afsca.be/comitescientifique/avis/2020/_documents/Avis12-2020_SciCom2020-04_AR_organismesnuisibles_000.pdf
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Dierengeiondheidsbarometer
2023 versus 2022

Dierengezondheidsbarometer
2023 versus referentiejaar 2010

Barometers

WA/N Food and Agriculture
Q /Y] Organization of the
United Nations

MEASURING THE STATE OF FOOD SAFETY IN
BELGIUM WITH FOOD SAFETY BAROMETER

HIGHLIGHTS

+ Measuring the food safety level with quantinable Indicators has
been of Interest to public authorities, but the complexity of the
rfood control and food sarety systems make the task challenging.

« The Food Safety Barometer In Belglum Is a sclence-based and widely
recognized tool with 30 Indicators that Is used to measure progress, identify
ﬂ‘OﬂUOS for the WD“C authorities and communicate Issues to stakeholders.

« The Barometer was developed In collaboration with the Independent
Sclentinc Committee established at the Belglan Federal Agency for
the Safety of the Food Chaln (FASFC) and several expert stakeholders.

« The process was grounded In the Pressure-State-Response concept:
the current status of food safety (state), factors Influencing the current status
(pressure) and actions taken to maintaln or Improve food safety (response).

« The Indicators were selected to describe the current status of
food safety of the whole food chalin from farm to fork, and set based
on criterla Including the avallabllity of the data, measurability,
retiabltity, Independence, durabllity and unambiguousness.

« Measuring rood sarety benents from Indicators that are stable over time
as It enables trend analyses; and a flexible system that allows adaptation
to changes In food sarety with new Indicators.

@ Contributing Organlzation

Belgian Federal Agency
for the Safety of the Food

Chain (FASFC)

@? mﬂwmo

/(O)/ Maln food safety Issue
Measuring the state of food
safety in Belgium

Plantengezondheidsbarometer
2023 versus 2022

Plantengezondheidsbarometer
2023 versus referentiejaar 2010
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S —— Scope of the opinion

# New opportunities linked to WSS (serotyping pathogens, genotypic characterization antimicrobial resistance genes, outbreak investigation, data exchange,..]

# Concerns regarding the implementation of Whole Genome Sequencing [WiGS)

Semi-quantitative risk assessment by expert elicitation of

lnformatlebrochure voor de consument # Main focus: Salmonella, Listeria monocytogenes and Shiga Toxin-producing E. cali [STEC)
potential introduction routes of African swine fever from wild Wefsc B e, > Applied to the Begian context
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